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6. Periodontia — 2 discipline devoted to the diagnosis
Treatment and prevention of germ disease to ensure long

service life for ateeth. '
7. Oral medicine and diagnosis — diagnosing disease of the
oral cavity. *
8 Oral pathology —the discipline that welds the microscope

and makes the all important diagnosis for cyst, tumour
and cancer and makes the treatment plan.

M.D.S. degree is awarded separately for each of the above
disciplines. Remember to approach each specialist for your
very special needs, fore.g. an endodontist should be preffered
for an RCT, 2 prosthodontist for your bridges and dentures.
N.B.- BDAS, BMS, DMS,MBS,BDSA etc degrees which many
quacks have are not recognized as medical or dental degrees
by the Govt. of India medical and dental council. Ask for the
registration number when indoubt.Youcanruna

search in the dental council website.

The story of tooth eruption — from milk

teeth to wisdom

The first among the 20 baby teeth to come out (erupt) are the
front teeth (incisors) at the age of six months. The last of the
milk teeth erupts at 2 yrs of age. Atthe age of sixyears

The first of the adult teeth (permanent teeth) erupts through
the gum behind the last of the milk tooth from the four corners
of the mouth. It’s important that these permanent teeth
should not be confused with milk teeth. Neglecting their care
would lead in untimely loss and an irreparable damage to the
setting and arrangement of other subsequently erupting
teeth. At the same time of about six years of age a child looses
his/her front milk teeth to be replaced by permanent ones.
Gradually by the age of 12 years 20 of the milk teeth are shed
and permanent ones take their place. So now we have a total of

(4]
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3.

9.

remission.

Carious cavity and filling - the most obvious signs of
caries visible to you are the presence of a definite cavity,
brown stains and black stains, A filling must be done to
restore the damaged portion and remove the decayed

teeth structure. The filling material can either be silver
amalgam oratooth colour restorative.

Pyorrhea (gingivitis and periodontitis) and

Scaling — dental stone or tartar (scientifically known as
calculus) deposits form at the junction of teeth and gums
giving rise to a disease known commonly as pyorrhoea.
This disease is characterized by Bad breadth, bleeding
BUMS, pain and sensitivity. The treatment involves a
procedure known as scaling. In this simple and relatively
painless procedure the calculus deposits are removed
every six months to 1 year. Continuous untreated
deposition of calculus leads to pyorrhea, scientifically
known as gingivitis. Gingivitis is a bacterial infection of
the gums aided mainly by calculus. The gingivitis shall
eventually evolve into periodontitis which is a more
severe form of the disease involving the tooth root and
bone. The fate of such teeth is an ever increasing mobility
and pain and eventual shedding. Ultrasonic scaling is a
modern procedure adopted to remove heavy deposits of
calculus. Scaling is a painless procedure and requires 1to
3 sitting to perform. This treatment not only ensures a
disease free gum but also gives your teeth a long life. A
prevalent wrong notion about scaling is that it leads to
opening of gaps between teeth and causes tooth
mobility, which certainlyis wrong to assume.

R.C.T. (ROOT Canal Treatment) — caries penetrates

through enamel and dentin to reach the pulp. The
infection produced requires either an extraction or the

(7]
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